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ANGELINA COUNTY DEMOCRATIC PARTY
James C. "Jim" Wark, County Chair
2872 FM 326
Lufkin, Texas 75901-1825
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I hawe emclosed the front page of "The Lufkin Daily News" dated 4 August 2011, which clearly shows a
" billboard in opposition to President Obama. The billboard does not indicate who purchased or supports this
poiitical view of ibe President (Disclrimes, Public Commsunications). I brlieve that this billboard iz a vipkatiom
wader the Federal Elestion Commission ag i involves the Peesident of the [nited States.
The billboard in thie paper is located on the East side of Medford Drive/US 59/US 69 between Texas State
Highway 103 East and State Farm to Market 325, in Lufkin, Texas. There is a second billboard located on the

West side of US 59 South of Lufkin, between Lufkin, Texas and Diboll, Texas. Both billboards are carrying the
same mossage.

As thxe newnpaper states, ifark Hicles arens tmth hillboands and the insdividuals svho susnhasad the spess fou six
manths wishad to remain anonymous. The phone number for Mr. Hicks is 936-634-2040.

Do C. Tt ¥

C. “Jim” Wark
2872 FM 326

Lufkin, Texas 75901-1825

1 swear, or affinm, under pentity of perjury, that the information contained and pictures are true and correct:
%4 (Complainant) |

Swom to and subscribed before me, by the said </epsay (s d/ak£ , thisthe 5 day of August, 2011 to
certify which, witngss my hand and seal of office.

o iude A KATHY DIANE HARVEY.
7Tt Notary Public, Stete of Texas

\ My Commission Expires
Aprll 22, 2013
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Anti-Obama billheards may violate ad guidelinas

By AUDREY SPENCER/The Lafkin Daily News | Posted: Thursday, August 4, 2011 1:45
am

Editor 's note: An earlier version of this story, which ran in today’s newspaper, indicated that the
billbowrds in qmestinn might be in vialation of stite laws, when in favt they ane subject tv federal
laws.

A couple of anti-Obama billboards in Lufkin may be in violation of Federal Election Commission
political advertising guidelinas.

The message o= tna tillbearde, lnented on east Loop 287 and on U.S. Highway 59 north, reads
“More taxes! More welfare! More government! Vote Obama out!™ and is accompanied by a photo
of President Barack Obama in a red clrcle with a slash through it.

Mark Hicks, the owner of the Lufkin billboards on which the aati-Obama ads are placed, said
“They weren’t working for a political candidate,” Hicks said.

The boards went up around July 1, according to Hicks, and the individuals paid for them to remain
for six months. _

Bob Flouemay, cieair of the Anm:lina County: Regmblinan Party saxl Lufkia’s fommer city mtoreey,
quostians whather the billboard is even really a political ad.

“I’m not offended that whoever said it doesn’t have their zame ou it,” he said. “I doa’t know that
the disclaimer was necessary.”

Jim Wark, chair of the Angelina County Democratic Party, said that because the billbasrd
references Obama, the president, it should be subject to Federal Election Commission guidelines.
“Sincgit’sthepresidmitdm’tﬁumdurmsguidelinm. it falls under federal guidelines,”
Wark said. “It should fall under the Fedeml Election Commmission, who definitely states it needs a
disclainwe em it.” .

Mary Bresdenbarger, Pohlic Afisics Spasinlist with the FEC, sinted in an email that, “A
disclaimer must appear an any puhlic communication by any person that expressly advocates the
election or defeat of a clearly identified candidate or solicits funds in connection with a federal
election.” :

FEC guidelines state that “All public communications... by any person that expressly advocate the
election or defeat of a clearly identified candidate™ must include a disclaimer, which “If the
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communication, including any solicitation, is not authorized by a candidate, authorized committee
of a candidate, or an agent of either of the foregoing, the disclaimer must clearly state the full
name and permanent street address, telephone number or World Wide Web address of the person
whopmdfortheoomnmmaﬂommdthatﬂieeommmwahmmn&anﬂ:mudhymymdtdaﬁe
orcamhdate s consnitee.

The FEC Code of Federal Regulations can be read at |
edocket.aecexs gpo.gov/chi: 2011/5anytr/11cfr110.11.hm. More information about federal political

advertising can be found at fac.gov.
Aundray Spencer's enwiil addraus is aspencer@lufkindailynews.com.
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